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  MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING and PUBLIC HEARING 

THE GORHAM TOWN BOARD 
September 16, 2026  

 
 The Gorham Town Board held a Regular Meeting & Public Hearing on Wednesday 
September 16, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall in Gorham, NY.   
 
  Present; Supervisor Dale C. Stell.  
  Councilmembers; Phil Curtis, Chrissy Watkins, Chase Brown. 
  Councilmember Chris Bay was necessarily absent. 
  Town Officials in attendance; Chief Operator Water & Wastewater Districts Nate Bay, Highway 
Superintendent Brandon Ayers, Deputy Highway Superintendent John Grzeskowiak, Code 
Enforcement Officer Jim Morse, Assessor Enza Mineo and Town Clerk Darby Perrotte.  
Residents and guests in person and via zoom. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The minutes are written as a summary of the main points that were made and are the official 
and permanent record of the actions taken by the Gorham Town Board. Remarks delivered 

during privilege of the floor and discussions are summarized and are not intended to be 
verbatim transcriptions. 

The full zoom recording of the meeting is posted on the town website for viewing and for 
listening to privilege of the floor comments. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag  
 
2.      Privilege of the Floor  
 

           One resident spoke during privilege of the floor.  The full zoom recording of the meeting 
is posted on the town website for viewing and to listen to privilege of the floor comments.  
Taped recording available at the Town Clerk’s Office.  
 
3.      Public Hearing – Creation of Stanley-Hall Gorham Ambulance District 
 
     Supervisor Stell opened the public hearing.  The Town Clerk had confirmation of duly 
posting the public hearing. With no comments from the public, Supervisor Stell closed the public 
hearing at 7:04pm. 
 
4.       Approval of Minutes -   08/19/2026 Regular Meeting Minutes 
                                       
   On the motion by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Watkins, the meeting 
minutes were approved as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 4-0 
                                   4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown   
 
                                                                                                                                094-2026 
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5.     Reports of Town Officials - 
 

A.  Chief Operator Water/Wastewater Plants – written report on file.    
B.  Highway Superintendent – written report on file.   

             C.   Zoning/Building Officer – written report on file.      
             D.   Assessor –written report on file.    
             E.   Town Clerk – written report on file.   
             f.   Town Supervisor – written report on file.   
 
  On the motion by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Watkins, the Reports of 
Town Officials were approved as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 4-0 

4 Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
                                                                                                                                095-2026 
6.      Project Updates - 
 
   Supervisor Stell and Town Officials updated the residents and guests on the progress of 
various projects that are underway in the Town of Gorham. 
 
7.    Audit of Bills -   

Approval of Vouchers 
                                             
 On the motion by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Curtis,  
 the abstract of bills in the amount of $692,138.16 was approved for payment.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  4-0 
                                      4 Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
                                                                              096-2026 
8.       Business – 
 

a.  Adopt Resolutions Appointing Board of Assessment Review Members  

   Councilmember Watkins offered the following resolutions and called for adoption. Seconded by 
Councilmember Brown, the resolutions were adopted unanimously.  4-0 
                                      4 Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
                                                                              097-2026 

TOWN OF GORHAM  
RESOLUTION #19-2026 

APPOINTING BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEMBER  
Appointment Deborah North 

Town of Gorham Board of Assessment Review 
 
           WHEREAS, pursuant to section 523 (1)(b) of the Real Property Tax Law the Town of 
Gorham Board of Assessment Review shall consist of five members appointed by the legislative 
body of the local government and; 
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WHEREAS, with the resignation of Maynard Fox, a fulltime Board member, the Board of 
Assessment Review seeks a member to fill the vacancy for the remainder of his term ending 
9/30/2030;  
 

WHEREAS, Deborah North served as an alternate of the Board of Assessment Review 
for a term which ends on September 30, 2026; 

 
          WHEREAS, Ms. North expressed interest in continuing to serve on the Town of Gorham 
Board of Assessment Review as a fulltime member; 
    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Ms. North is hereby appointed as a member of 
the Board of Assessment Review for the remainder of the term vacated by Mr. Fox ending 
September 30, 2030.  
               
 I Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham, do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote: 
 
                               Aye           Nay 
   
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Chris Bay     absent    
  Phil Curtis     X               
  Chrissy Watkins    X_____ _____ 
                   Chase Brown                                        X____          _____ 
 
                            

TOWN OF GORHAM  
RESOLUTION #20-2026 

RE-APPOINT BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW MEMBER  
Appointment John Bodine 

Town of Gorham Board of Assessment Review 
 
           WHEREAS,  pursuant to section 523 (1)(b) of the Real Property Tax Law the Town of 
Gorham Board of Assessment Review shall consists of five members appointed by the legislative 
body of the local government and; 
 

WHEREAS,   John Bodine served as a member of the Board of Assessment Review for a 
term which ends on September 30, 2026; 

 
          WHEREAS, Mr. Bodine expressed interest in continuing to serve on the Town of 
Gorham Board of Assessment Review; 
    

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Mr. Bodine is hereby reappointed as a member 
of the Board of Assessment Review for a five-year term of office ending September 30, 2031.  
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 I Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham, do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote: 
 
                    Aye           Nay 
   
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Chris Bay     absent    
  Phil Curtis     X               
  Chrissy Watkins    X_____ _____ 
                   Chase Brown                                       X_____          ____ 
                           
 

b.  Adopt SEQR Resolution  - SHG Ambulance District 

     Councilmember Watkins offered the following resolution and called for adoption.  
 Seconded by Councilmember Brown, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 4-0     
                                4 Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  
                                                                              098-2026 
 

TOWN OF GORHAM 
RESOLUTION #21-2026 

DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
STANLEY-HALL GORHAM AMBULANCE DISTRICT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Gorham Town Board, hereinafter referred to as Town Board, has 
determined the above referenced action to be an Unlisted Action under the State Environmental 
Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and accepted the Environmental Record prepared 
on said action, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the potential impacts associated with said 
action. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town Board makes this Determination 
of Non-Significance based upon:  the map, plan and report being used by the Town for the creation 
of the Stanley-Hall Gorham Ambulance District; the Town Board Public Hearing Record on said 
action; the short-form environmental assessment form and, the Environmental Record prepared on 
said action. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Town Board makes this Determination of Non-
Significance based on the following reasons supporting this determination: 
 

1. The Town Board considered the action as defined in subdivisions 617.2(b) and 617.3(g) 
of Part 617 of the SEQR Regulations; and, 

2. The Town Board did review the EAF, the criteria contained in subdivision (c) of 617.7 and 
other supporting information to identify the relevant areas of environmental concern; and, 
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3. The Town Board did thoroughly analyze the identified relevant areas of environmental 
concern to determine if the action may have significant adverse impact on the 
environment; and 

4. The Town Board did set forth its determination of significance in written form containing 
a reasoned elaboration and providing reference to all supporting documentation. 

 
 I, Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote: 
           Aye  Nay 
 
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Phil Curtis     X    
  Chrissy Watkins    X    
  Chase Brown                       X____           _____ 
                    Chris Bay                                               absent          _____ 
 
 

c. Adopt Resolution Approving the Creation of the Stanley-Hall Gorham Ambulance District 

     Councilmember Curtis offered the following resolution and called for adoption.  
 Seconded by Councilmember Watkins, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 4-0     
                                4 Ayes - Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  
                                                                              099-2026 
 

TOWN OF GORHAM 
RESOLUTION #22-2026 

APPROVING CREATION OF STANLEY HALL GORHAM AMBULANCE DISTRICT 
  
 WHEREAS, a map, plan and report prepared for the Stanley-Hall Gorham Ambulance 
District in a manner and in such detail as has been determined by the Town Board of the Town of 
Torrey to be compliant with NYS Town Law and which such map, plan and report has been duly 
filed with the Town Clerk of said Town in accordance with the requirements of Article 12A of the 
Town Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an Order was duly adopted by this Town Board on August 19, 2026 reciting the 
filing of said map, plan and report, the fact that no physical improvements are proposed within said 
ambulance district, the boundaries of the proposed ambulance district, the fact that the map, plan 
and report describing the same was on file in the office of the Town Clerk for public inspection, and 
stating all other matters required by law to be stated, and specifying September 16, 2026 as the 
date, at 7:00 p.m. on said day as the time, at the Gorham Town Hall, 4736 South Street, Town of 
Gorham, New York as the place where the Town Board would meet and consider said map, plan 
and report, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, concerning the same, and to 
take such action thereon as is required or authorized by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such Order was published on September 2nd, 2026 in the Town’s Official 
newspaper and was posted on the Town’s sign board at the Town Hall on September 2, 2026; and 
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 WHEREAS, a hearing on said matter was duly held by said Town Board on September 16, 
2026 at 7:00 p.m. on said day, in the Gorham Town Hall, 4736 South Street, Town of Gorham, 
New York, at which all interested persons desiring to be heard were heard, including those in favor 
of, and those opposed to, the creation of said water district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Part 617 of the Implementing Regulations pertaining to Article VIII 
(State Environmental Quality Review Act), it has been determined by the Town Board that creation 
of said proposed ambulance district would not have a significant effect upon the environment and 
could be processed by other applicable governmental agencies without further regard to SEQRA.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, upon the evidence adduced at such public hearing, be it 
 
 RESOLVED AND DETERMINED: 
 
 (a) That the notice of hearing was published and posted as required by law, and is otherwise 
sufficient; 
 (b) That all property and property owners within the proposed district are benefited thereby; 
 
 (c) That all property and property owners benefited are included within the limits of the 
proposed district; 
 (d) That the establishment of the proposed district is in the public interest and will not 
constitute an undue burden on the properties which will bear any cost thereof; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that the establishment of the proposed ambulance district as set forth in said 
map, plan and report, be, and hereby is, approved, and such district shall be bounded and 
described as set forth in Schedule A attached hereto and made a part hereof; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the costs and expenses of all service contracts, equipment, 
construction, maintenance and improvements associated with said ambulance district 
shall be assessed, levied and collected from the several lots and parcels of land within 
the district in the same manner and at the same time as other town charges; and be 
it further 
 
RESOLVED, that said ambulance district shall be designated and known as the 
Stanley-Hall Gorham Ambulance District; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that this resolution is subject to a permissive referendum as provided in Section 
209-e of the Town Law and that a notice of such be published and posted as required by law. 
 
 I, Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote: 
           Aye   Nay 
 
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Phil Curtis     X    
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  Chrissy Watkins    X    
  Chase Brown     X    
  Chris Bay     absent    
 

d.  Adopt Resolution Authorizing Hiring a Litigation Lawyer 

 

Councilmember Brown offered the following resolution and called for adoption.  

Seconded by Councilmember Watkins, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 4-0                                       

4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 

                                                                                                           100-2026 

 

                                                      TOWN OF GORHAM 
RESOLUTION #24-2026 

AUTHORIZING THE RETENTION OF SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL 
 
    WHEREAS, the Town of Gorham requires specialized legal representation regarding pending 
litigation, a specific lawsuit, or ongoing property disputes]; and 
 
    WHEREAS, the Town Attorney has recommended retaining an attorney with specific 
expertise in complex municipal litigation to protect the Town’s interests; and 
 
    WHEREAS, the law firm of Gallo & Ivacoangelo, specifically attorney James Wolford, he 
possesses the necessary experience, qualifications, and expertise to represent the Town in legal 
matter. 
 
    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Town Board hereby authorizes the retention of 
James Wolford, from Gallo & Ivacoangelo, to serve as Special Litigation Counsel for the Town.   
Compensation for these legal services shall be paid at the hourly rate of $325.00/hour    This 
Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 
 
 I, Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham, do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote 
 
          Aye  Nay 
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Phil Curtis     X    
  Chrissy Watkins    X    
  Chase Brown     X    
  Chris Bay     absent    

 
e.  Adopt Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Property at the corner of County Road 1 and 

Hall Road 

Councilmember Curtis offered the following resolution and called for adoption.  
 Seconded by Councilmember Brown, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 4-0     
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                                4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  
                                                                                                                               101-2026 
 

TOWN OF GORHAM 

RESOLUTION #25-2026 

APPROVING PURCHASE OF LAND ON THE CORNER OF COUNTY ROAD 1 AND  
HALL ROAD 

   
 WHEREAS, premises owned by the Estate of Diane C. Harris (the “Owner”) located on 
County Road 1 and Hall Road, in the Town of Gorham, being tax map # 141.00-1-3.211 (the 
“Property”), is situated within one of the Town’s most environmentally significant drainage 
corridors that ultimately flows to Canandaigua Lake; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Owner has listed the Property for sale and the Town Supervisor has signed 
a purchase offer (the “Purchase Offer”) for the Town to purchase the Property for $346,000, 
subject to Town Board approval and subject to various restrictions and conditions, which such 
purchase offer has been accepted by the Owner is attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Friends of Canandaigua Lake, Inc. has formally agreed to provide 
$250,000 to the Town to purchase the Property, leaving $96,000 of the purchase price for the 
Town to pay; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town has the sum of $96,000 readily available for the purchase of this 
Property and no financing or bonding would be required and no other Town Board actions or 
steps of any other kind are required to be taken or completed for such funds to be available. 
 
            NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board has determined that the 
Property could be used to fulfill various public needs including allowing for drainage, water quality 
and flood resiliency improvements, providing a public nature preserve and providing for passive 
recreation; and 
 
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board finds that the purchase price in the 
Purchase Offer represents fair and adequate consideration for the Property as it will be conveyed 
to the Town pursuant to the Purchase Offer; and 
 
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the Purchase Offer 
and that the Town Supervisor is authorized, at Closing, to pay to the Owners the agreed purchase 
price of $346,000, $250,000 from funds received by the Friends of Canandaigua Lake, Inc. and 
the balance of the purchase price, along with standard closing costs, from available Town Funds, 
and he hereby is authorized and directed to sign all necessary documents to effectuate such 
purchase. 
 I, Darby L. Perrotte, Town Clerk of the Town of Gorham do hereby certify that the 
aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Gorham on September 
16, 2026 by the following vote: 
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        Aye  Nay 
 
  Dale C. Stell     X    
  Phil Curtis     X    
  Chrissy Watkins    X    
  Chase Brown     X    
  Chris Bay     absent    

 

 
f.   Increase A Fund Budget 

  Supervisor Stell made a motion to increase the A Fund Budget by $360,000.00 for the 
purchase of 43 acres at the corner of County Road 1 and Hall Road.   
$250,000.00 will come from Friends of Canandaigua Lake A2705 and $110,000.00 from Fund 
Balance A599.   
$360,000.00 will go into Appropriation A8660.4 for the purchase of the property. 
Councilmember Watkins seconded the motion that carried unanimously. 4-0 

                                4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  
                                                                                                                               102-2026 

g.   Increase DB Fund Budget 

 Councilmember Curtis made a motion to increase the DB Fund Budget by $22,420.00 from 
DB2680 to DB5130.2. Amount received from NYMIR for the accident of dump truck to 
cover the cost of repairs to the truck.  Councilmember Watkins seconded the motion that 
carried unanimously. 4-0                           
                               4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  

                                                                                                                               103-2026 
h.  Budget Transfers 

  On the motion by Councilmember Watkins, seconded by Councilmember Curtis, the following 
budget transfers were approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 4-0 
 
                $5988 from A1430.1 to A1430.4  
                $10,760 from A1990.4 & $5,000 from A5132.2 to A5132.4 
                $35 from A8090.41 to A8090.4 
                $6697 from A1430.1 to A8510.4 
                $14 from A1430.1 toA7510.4 
                $7500 from A1620.4 to A5132.4 

 
i.   Approve Purchase of a Plow for the Water Department Truck 

On the motion by Councilmember Brown, seconded by Councilmember Watkins, to approve the 
purchase of a stainless-steel plow for $9,650.00 from Perinton RV and Trailers.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 4-0 

                               4 Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown  
                                                                                                                               104-2026 
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9.     Set The Next Meeting Date –  
 
   The Town Board will hold a 2027 Budget Workshop Meeting on Wednesday October 7, 2026 
at 6:00pm  
   The next Regular Meeting & Budget Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday October 21, 
2026 at  7:00pm at the Gorham Town Hall. 
 
10.      Privilege of the Floor –  
    
   Several residents spoke during privilege of the floor.  
  The full zoom recording of the meeting is posted on the town website for viewing and to listen 

to privilege of the floor comments. 
11.   Executive Session  
 
  On the motion by Councilmember Watkins, seconded by Councilmember Brown, the Board 
entered into executive session at 8:10pm to discuss pending litigation; Kerrick v Town of 
Gorham and to discuss the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular 
person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation. 
 On the motion by Councilmember Curtis, seconded by Councilmember Brown, the Board 
returned to regular session at 9:22pm.   No action was taken in Executive Session. 
  Both motions carried unanimously. 4-0 

4- Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
     105-2026 

j.  Increase the Highway Superintendent Salary 

 On the motion by Councilmember Watkins, seconded by Councilmember Brown to 
increase the Highway Superintendent to $90,000.00. Effective next pay period. The motion 
carried unanimously. 4-0 

4- Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
     106-2026 

12.    Adjournment – with no further business, on the motion by Councilmember Watkins, 
seconded by Councilmember Brown, the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 pm. The motion 
carried unanimously. 4-0 

4- Ayes – Stell, Curtis, Watkins, Brown 
     107-2026 

     
 
                                                                                               Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                   Darby L. Perrotte 
                                                                                                     Town Clerk 


	TOWN OF GORHAM
	RESOLUTION #25-2026

